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REPORT 

OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1972 

To:  THE  MAYOR,  ALDERMAN  AND  COUNCILLORS  OF  THE  BOROUGH  OF  ELLESMERE  PORT 
Your  Worship,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  on  the  Health  and  Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the 
Borough  for  your  year  1972. 

The  corrected  birth  rate  of  16.8  is  the  same  as  that  for  England  and  Wales  but  shows  a drop  compared 
with  reports  over  the  last  decade. 

The  death  rate  of  13  compares  with  12.1  per  1,000  for  England  and  Wales. 

The  Summary  of  infectious  diseases  for  the  year  shows  notifications  from  General  Practitioners  have  been 
at  a satisfactorily  low  level. 

There  has  been  an  upward  trend  in  the  notifications  of  infectious  jaundice  in  recent  years,  and  one 
wonders  what  the  subclinical  incidence  of  this  condition  is. 

Three  cases  of  food  poisoning  are  recorded  and  arose  in  residents  of  this  District  who  attended  a 
reception  outside  the  area. 

During  the  year  one  old  person  was  considered  for  removal  under  compulsory  Section  47  order  as  being 
in  need  of  care  and  attention,  and  who  was  unable  to  care  for  himself. 

The  year  saw  the  introduction  of  the  Computer  based  Developmental  Paediatric  programme  where 
infants  are  reviewed  periodically  for  anomalies  of  development.  Examinations  are  carried  out  by  Medical 
staff  at  6 weeks,  6 months,  9 months,  2 years,  3 years  and  4 Vi  years,  in  County  Clinic  Centres  within  the 
Borough. 

During  the  year  clinics  at  the  Community  Centre  at  Little  Sutton  ceases,  and  screening  clinics  > 
concentrated  at  the  Health  Centre  at  Great  Sutton.  Of  the  children  eligible  for  screening  some  80% 
accepted  their  invitations  within  the  Borough,  a most  creditable  level  of  attendance. 

Now  that  reorganisation  of  Local  Government  and  Health  Services  is  becoming  imminent,  more  and 
more  time  is  being  devoted  to  the  new  structure.  Working  parties  commenced  during  the  year  to  help 
smooth  the  way  for  those  directly  concerned  with  the  change. 

I wish  to  place  on  record  my  sincere  thanks  and  appreciation  for  the  co-operation  of  all  members  of  the 
staff  with  whom  I have  had  the  pleasure  of  working. 

I would  particularly  like  to  express  my  thanks  and  appreciation  to  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector, 
Emlyn  Tuft  who  retired  in  the  latter  part  of  the  year  after  a lifetime  of  service  in  the  Borough. 

My  thanks  also  go  to  the  Chairman  and  members  of  the  Health  Committee. 

I am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Yours  faithfully, 

D.R.  MORRIS,  j 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 


Population  62,850 

Area  (Acres)  1st  April,  1972  9 802 

Number  of  houses  and  flats  in  the  area  20202 

Rateable  Value  (1st  April,  1973)  £13 ,732  978 

Sum  represented  by  the  Penny  Rate  (1973/74)  Estimated  137,000 


EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS 
for  the  Year  1972 

(Compiled  from  figures  supplied  by  the  Registrar  General) 

LIVE  BIRTHS 


Males 

Females 

Total 

Legitimate  

527 

516 

1043 

Illigetimate  

47 

49 

96 

574 

565 

1139 

Birth  Rate  per  1 ,000  population 

18.1 

Local  Adjusted  Rate  

16.8 

Comparability  Factor  

0.93 

Illigetimate  live  births  as  percentage  of  total  live  births  . . . 

■ - 

8.00% 

STILL  BIRTHS 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Legitimate  

4 

8 

12 

Illegitimate  

1 

— 

1 

5 

8 

13 

Total  live  and  still  births  1,152 

Still  Birth  Rate  1 1.00  per  1,000  Live  and  Still  Births 

The  average  number  of  births  per  annum  in  the  years  1957-71  was  1,028 

Birth  Rate,  England  and  Wales  1972  16  8 

Birth  Rate,  England  and  Wales  1971  16  0 

Birth  Rate,  Administrative  County  of  Cheshire  197 1 16.5 


TABLE  OF  NUMBER  OF  LIVE  BIRTHS 
AND  BIRTH  RATES  1963-1972 


Year 

No. 

Birth  Rate 

1963 

1138 

24.16 

1964 

1 124 

23.34 

1965 

1042 

21.05 

1966 

1130 

22.09 

1967 

1127 

21.04 

Year 

No. 

Birth  Rate 

1968 

1195 

21.75 

1969 

1109 

19.5 

1970 

1269 

21.8 

1971 

1276 

20.6 

1972 

1 1 39 

18.1 
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DEATHS 


Males  256  Females  223  Total  479 

Death  Rate  7.6  Corrected  Death  Rate  13.0  Comparability  Factor  1 .7 1 

The  average  number  of  deaths  per  annum  in  the  year  1957-7 1 was  376 
Death  Rate  England  and  Wales:  12.1  per  1,000 

DEATH  RATE  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  ONE  YEAR  OF  AGE 


No.  Rate 


All  infants,  per  1,000  live  births  24  21.00 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  22  21 .00 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1 ,000  illegitimate  live  births  2 21 .00 

Deaths  of  infants  under  4 weeks  of  age  17  15.00 

Deaths  of  infants  under  1 week  of  age  11  10.00 

Peri-Natal  Mortality  Rate  (Still  births  and  deaths  under  one  week 

combined  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births)  11  21 .00 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  17.00 

Death  for  Measles  (All  Ages)  Nil 

Death  from  Whopping  Cough  (All  Ages)  Nil 

Death  Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea  Nil 

Death  from  Cancer  (All  Ages)  104 

Maternal  Deaths  (including  Abortion) Nil 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  live  births Nil 

Death  from  Heart  disease  161 

Vascular  Disease  of  Nervous  System 54 


TABLE  OF  INFANT  MORTALITY  1963-71 


Year  Rate  per 

1 ,000  Births 

1963  18.44 

1964  20.44 

1965  20.15 

1966  28.00 

1967  28.00 


Rate  per 
1 ,000  Births 


1968  20.92 

1969  15.00 

1970  30.00 

1971  23.00 
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GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE  AREA 


LABORATORY  FACILITIES 

The  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  at  Chester  undertakes  free  bacteriological  examination  of  milk, 
water  and  other  specimens  for  Local  Authorities.  Food  and  Drugs  administration  is  carried  out  by  the 
Borough  Council. 

AMBULANCE  FACILITIES 

The  Ambulance  Sendee  for  the  District  operates  under  the  direction  of  the  County  Council  with 
the  the  help  of  the  Chester  City  Ambulance  actings  as  an  emergency  service.  The  Ambulance  Depot 
is  at  Ellesmere  Port. 

NURSING  IN  THE  HOME 

Seven  full  time  District  Nurses  are  engaged  under  the  direction  of  the  County  Council  in  Ellesmere  Port, 
all  are  attached  to  Group  Practises  in  Ellesmere  Port. 

CLINICS  AND  TREATMENT  CENTRES 

These  are  held  at  the  Clinic  Centres  at  Stanney  Lane,  Great  Sutton,  York  Road  and  the  Community 
Centre,  Little  Sutton. 

Opthalmic,  Aural,  Ante  and  post  Natal  Clinics  are  organised  under  the  supervision  of  specialists  at 
Ellesmere  Port. 

A School  Clinic  and  Dental  Service  is  also  held  at  the  Clinic  Centres  at  Stanney  Lane  and  Great  Sutton. 
The  premises  at  Stanney  Lane  include  the  provision  of  an  Adult  Training  Centre  for  mentally 
handicapped  adults,  as  well  as  a Day  Nursery  for  children  under  five  years. 

HOSPITALS 

The  Clatterbridge  General  and  Isolation  Hospitals  in  addition  to  the  Ellesmere  Port  and  District  Hospital, 
serve  the  town  for  most  purposes. 

MATERNITY 

Hospital  provision  is  at  Clatterbridge,  where  patients  are  under  the  supervision  of  the  Consulting 
Obstretrician  who  attends  the  Ante-Natal  Clinics  at  the  Welfare  Centres.  In  addition  there  is  a separate 
Maternity  Home  at  Heswall. 

During  the  year  the  new  West  Cheshire  Maternity  Hospital  opened  on  1st  November,  1971  and  took  in 
more  and  more  patients  from  the  Borough. 

MIDWIVES 

There  are  eleven  Midwives  practicing  in  the  District  all  of  whom  are  employed  by  the  County  Council, 
and  attached  to  the  Group  Practices. 

SECTION  47,  NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT. 

The  provision  of  the  above  Act  enable  a local  authority  to  apply  for  the  compulsory  removal  to  Hospital 
or  a County  Council  Hostel  of  aged  and  infirm  persons  who  are  in  need  of  care  and  attention,  and  who  are 
unable  to  care  for  themselves.  Much  time  and  patience  is  devoted  to  the  needs  of  the  aged  by  a variety  of 
Health  Workers  and  every  effort  is  made  to  avoid  compulsory  removal  of  aged  and  infirm  persons  from 
their  own  homes. 


SUMMARY  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  NOTIFIED  DURING  THE  YEAR 


Scarlet  Fever 

3 

Tuberculosis  (Respiratory) 

3 

Measles 

506 

Infective  jaundice 

18 

Whooping  Cough 

1 

Food  Poisoning 

3 

Dysentery 

19 

Total:  553 
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WATER  SUPPLY 

The  Statutory  Water  Undertaking  for  the  Borough  as  also  the  whole  of  the  Wirral  is  the  Wirral  Water 
Board,  formed  by  a re-grouping  of  previous  undertakings  in  the  area.  The  water  is  mainly  derived  from  the 
River  Dee  with  further  sources  from  boreholes  at  Prenton,  Mouldsworth  and  Hooton.  Softening  operations 
of  these  supplies  has  not  been  resumed. 

It  is  understood  that  apart  from  routine  samples  of  water  sent  to  an  independent  Analyst  for 
examination,  daily  samples  are  also  taken  for  Bacteriological  examination  by  the  Board’s  own  Chemist  and 
Analyst. 

During  the  year  reports  were  received  in  respect  of  samples  taken  for  Bacteriological  examination  and 
chemical  analysis  from  the  flamed  taps  in  the  softening  house  of  the  pumping  stations  and  the  Treatment 
Works  at  Great  Sutton.  In  each  case  of  those  samples  examined  by  the  Analyst  he  indicates  the  results  as  of 
a pure  and  wholesome  water  supply  for  public  supply  purposes. 

The  River  Dee  supply  is  indicative  of  a fairly  soft  water  whilst  from  boreholes  is  hard  in  character  but 
stated  as  not  being  unduly  so. 

The  following  are  the  replies  received  from  the  Engineer  to  the  Board  relating  to  various  points  raised 
with  him:— 

1.  No  new  source  of  public  supply  has  been  introduced  during  the  year. 

2.  No  major  improvements  of  public  supply  have  been  carried  out. 

3.  Normal  distribution  mains  extensions  for  new  housing  developments. 

4.  All  supplies  have  been  satisfactory  both  in  quality  and  quantity. 

5.  At  the  present  time  adequate  supplies  are  available  for  domestic  purposes. 

6.  No  softening  of  the  Board’s  borehole  supplies  has  taken  place  during  the  year. 

The  flouride  content  is  less  than  0.1  p.p.m.  from  all  sources. 
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CAUSE  OF  DEATH 


Males  Females  Total 


1. 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases  

1 

1 

2 

2. 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Buccal  Cavity  Etc 

3 

— 

3 

3. 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Oesophagus  

. 2 

3 

5 

4. 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Stomach  

. 8 

3 

11 

5. 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  intestine  . . . 

4 

10 

14 

6. 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Lung,  Bronchus  

26 

5 

31 

7. 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Breast  . 

— 

4 

4 

8. 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Uterus  

— 

7 

7 

9. 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Prostrate 

2 

— 

2 

10. 

Leukaemia  

3 

2 

5 

11. 

Other  Malignant  Neoplasm 

6 

11 

17 

12. 

Benign  and  unspecified  Neoplasms 

1 

2 

3 

13. 

Diabetes  Mellitus  

— 

4 

4 

14. 

Other  Endrocrine  etc.  diseases  

— 

2 

2 

15. 

Anaemias  

— 

1 

1 

16. 

Other  diseases  of  Nervous  System  

2 

2 

4 

17. 

Chronic  Rheumatic  Heart  disease  

....  2 

3 

5 

18. 

Hypertensive  Disease  

— 

6 

6 

19. 

Ischaemic  Heart  disease  

83 

47 

130 

20. 

Other  forms  of  Hert  disease  . 

. 6 

20 

26 

21. 

Cerebrovascular  disease  

24 

30 

54 

22. 

Other  diseases  of  circulatory  system  

7 

9 

16 

23. 

influenza  

. . 2 

— 

2 

24. 

Pneumonia  

17 

17 

34 

25. 

Bronchitis  and  Emphysema  . 

17 

5 

22 

26. 

Asthma  . 



1 

1 

27. 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System  . 

6 

7 

13 

28. 

Appendicitis  d 

— 

1 

1 

29. 

Intestinal  obstructon  and  Hernia  

— 

2 

2 

30. 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver  

........  3 

1 

4 

31. 

Other  Diseases  of  Digestive  System  . . . 

1 

1 

2 

32. 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis  . 

1 

— 

1 

33. 

Other  diseases,  Genito-Urinary  System  

1 

3 

4 

34. 

Diseases  of  Musculo-Skeletal  System 

2 

— 

2 

35. 

Congenital  Anomalies  

6 

4 

10 

36. 

Birth  Injury,  Difficult  Labour  etc 

3 

1 

4 

37. 

Other  causes  of  perinatal  mortality  

2 

— 

2 

38. 

Symptoms  and  111  Defined  Conditions  

— 

1 

1 

39. 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents  

7 

3 

10 

40. 

All  other  accidents  

4 

6 

41. 

Suicide  and  self  inflicted  injuries  

5 

— 

5 

42. 

All  other  externa]  causes  

1 

— 

1 

256  223  479 
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Annual  Reoort 

Jl 

of  the 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 


FOR  THE  YEAR  1972 


To:  THE  MAYOR,  ALDERMEN  AND  COUNCILLORS  OF  THE  BOROUGH  OF  ELLESMERE  PORT. 
Your  Worship,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  the  Annual  Report  on  the  work  carried  out  by  the  Public  Health 
Inspectorate  in  environmental  health  during  the  year. 

With  improved  standards  of  living  it  might  be  assumed  that  environmental  health  would  be  of  less 
significance.  It  is  evident  that  this  is  not  the  case,  as  existing  problems  are  overcome  new  hazards  arise. 
Developments  in  the  technological  field  can  themselves  create  potential  dangers  which  could  threaten  the 
quality  of  life. 

It  is  hoped  that  the  report  demonstrates  clearly  the  breadth  and  volume  of  work  in  the  Department.  The 
year  has  been  an  extremely  busy  period  with  members  of  all  sections  fully  committed. 

In  the  field  of  housing  we  are  now  witnessing  an  upsurge  of  interest  in  the  improvement  of  dwellings.  In 
fact  the  amount  of  improvement  grant  offered  during  the  course  of  the  year  is  in  excess  of  all  other  years 
put  together  which  demonstrates  clearly  the  awareness  of  the  public  to  the  need  for  improved  standards. 
The  Council  have  declared  their  first  General  Improvement  Area  in  the  Westminster  Ward  of  the  Borough 
with  a further  area  under  consideration  in  part  of  the  Central  Ward.  Great  emphasis  has  been  laid  on  public 
participation  in  these  schemes  as  the  fullest  co-operation  of  owners  and  occupiers  will  be  required  to 
achieve  success. 

Pollution  control  whether  this  be  in  the  form  of  domestic  smoke  control,  industrial*  pollution  or  noise 
control  is  becoming  increasingly  important  and  demanding  more  resources  of  the  Department.  Industrial 
problems  must  be  properly  identified  and  resolved  and  of  equal  importance  is  the  need  for  members  of  the 
public  to  see  that  tins  is  being  achieved.  The  concept  of  risk  analysis  in  industrial  plant  used  so  successfully 
in  the  Nsclear  Energy  Industry  is  now  being  introduced  with  other  industries.  The  year  saw  the  advent  of 
new  legislation  on  Toxic  Waste  Disposal  and  with  the  chemical  incinerator  complex  now  in  course  of 
construction  the  Department  will  require  to  main  tamtam  vigilance  to  avoid  problems. 

The  work  of  safeguarding  the  purity  and  wholesomeness  of  food  involving  as  it  does  the  inspection  of 
food,  food  premises,  equipment  etc.  and  the  sampling  of  food  for  bacteriological  and  chemical  examination 
has  continued  over  the  year.  In  this  work  close  co-operation  between  the  food  industry  and  the  Local 
Authority  is  important  and  to  this  end  the  Clean  Food  Joint  Consultative  Committee  has  played  its  part. 
With  higher  standards  of  premises  in  the  Borough  it  highlights  the  constant  need  for  the  highest  standard  of 
hygienic  practises  to  be  maintained  in  those  premises. 

In  the  general  day  to  day  work  of  the  Department  it  will  be  noted  that  there  was  an  increase  in 
complaints  dealt  with  over  the  year  in  addition  to  the  many  enquiries  and  requests  for  advice  which  were 
received  in  the  Department  reflecting  as  it  does  the  traditional  roll  of  the  public  health  inspectorate  in 
providing  help  and  guidance  in  many  problems  which  the  public  have  come  to  expect. 

It  will  be  recalled  that  Mr.  Emlyn  Tuft  retired  in  October  of  the  year  after  holding  the  post  of  Chief 
Public  Health  Inspector  for  32  years  and  a considerable  part  of  the  work  recorded  in  this  report  was 
initiated  under  his  direction. 

I wish  to  express  my  sincere  thanks  and  appreciation  for  the  support  given  to  me  by  the  Chairman  and 
Members  of  Health  Committee  and  for  the  help  and  guidance  offered  by  the  Town  Clerk  and  Chief 
Executive  Officer  and  to  all  Members  of  staff  for  their  efforts  in  making  this  report  possible. 

i am  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Yours  faithfully, 

R.K.  FRANCIS. 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 
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OVERALL  STRATEGY 


Housing 


In  accordance  with  a Department  of  the  Environment  Circular  received  during  the  year  an  estimate  of 
conditions  of  housing  stock  in  Mid- 1972  was  submitted  together  with  an  overall  strategy  for  dealing  with 
the  older  houses  in  the  Borough  as  follows: 


Number  of  Dwellings 

Estimate  of  Conditions  of  Owned  by  Other 

Housing  Stock  in  Mid-1 972  Local  Authority  Ownership 


Unfit  Dwellings 


1.  In  areas  already  declared  under  Part  III  Housing  Act,  1957 

Nil 

Nil 

2.  In  other  areas  to  be  declared  under  Part  III  Housing  Act,  1957 

Nil 

Nil 

3.  Not  in  Part  III  areas 

Nil 

Nil 

4.  Total  of  Unfit  Dwellings 

Nil 

Nil 

Dwellings  Not  Unfit 

5.  Up  to  12  point  standard 

7832 

8910 

6.  Capable  of  improvement  to  12  point  standard 

1000 

1000 

7.  Not  capable  of  improvement  to  12  point  standard 

508 

Nil 

Total  dwellings  in  the  area 

9340 

9910 

It  was  not  considered  necessary  to  carry  out  a special  survey  of  dwellings  in  the  Borough  for  this 
estimate.  More  than  12,000  of  the  19,250  dwellings  in  the  Borough  have  been  built  since  1945  and  there  is 
in  the  Public  Health  Department  sufficient  detailed  knowledge  of  pre-1945  dwellings  for  all  practical 
purposes.  There  are  approximately  2,000  dwellings  capable  of  and  requiring  improvement,  their  location 
and  action  needed  are  known  accurately  by  the  Department. 

In  assessing  the  strategy  to  deal  with  older  houses,  it  was  indicated  that  the  Council  are  confident  that 
the  continuation  of  the  energetic  approach  they  are  adopting  will  result  in  the  improvement  of  all 
sub-standard  houses  in  the  Borough  within  ten  years,  provided  that  the  current  rates  of  grant  are 
maintained. 

IMPROVEMENT  GRANTS 

The  emphasis  in  housing  for  which  the  Department  is  responsible  has  in  recent  years  moved  from  the 
clearance  of  unfit  dwellings  to  that  of  house  improvement,  and  this  is  reflected  in  the  considerable  increase 
in  applications  for  improvement  grants. 

The  house  improvement  scheme  enables  owners,  both  owner/occupiers  and  landlords  to  improve  and 
modernise  their  houses.  Basic  improvement  to  provide  for  the  first  time  any  of  the  standard  amenities, 
bath;  wash-hand-basin;  W.C.  and  hot  and  cold  water  can  be  included  for  grant. 

The  provision  of  a damp-proof  course  where  the  existing  one  is  ineffective;  the  renewal  of  old,  worn 
and  damp  solid  floors  where  only  laid  on  earth  or  mortar;  the  provision  of  a 13  amp  ring  main  circuit  when 
a comprehensive  improvement  scheme  is  included  are  all  examples  of  improvements. 

Where  a comprehensive  scheme  of  improvements  is  being  undertaken  assistance  towards  other  items  can 
be  included  such  as  necessary  works  of  replacement,  e.g.,  windows. 

Grants  are  naturally  not  however  intended  to  assist  with  improvements  to  houses  fully  equipped  and  in 
good  repair,  nor  are  they  available  for  repairs  and  replacements  unless  they  form  part  of  a comprehensive 
improvement  scheme.  The  Council  may  pay  up  to  three  quarters  ot  the  estimated  cost  of  modernisation  as 
approved  by  them  subject  to  a maximum  grant  of  £1,500  for  each  house  improved. 
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It  is  being  emphasised  to  all  applicants  that  the  special  75%  grant  which  is  available  in  the  Borough  will 
under  current  grant  proposals  only  apply  until  23rd  June,  1974  and  thereafter  will  revert  to  50%  grant. 

The  total  number  of  applications  approved  during  the  year  was  153.  Out  ol  those  120  related  to 
Improvement  Grants  and  33  to  Standard  Grants.  Of  the  Standard  Grants  15  related  to  the  provision  of  an 
internal  W.C.  and  18  to  the  provision  of  a bath,  wash-hand  basin,  hot  and  cold  water  supply  and  internal 
W.C.  All  the  Standard  Grant  applications  resulted  in  the  dwellings  being  equipped  with  all  the  basic 
amenities. 

The  total  amount  of  grant  paid  during  the  year  amounted  to  £31,085.58  which  is  in  excess  of  that  paid 
over  all  the  previous  years.  The  amount  paid  to-date  since  the  inception  of  the  scheme  is  £58,373.93. 

GENERAL  IMPROVEMENT  AREAS 

A preliminary  report  was  submitted  to  Health  Committee  for  consideration  to  be  given  to  the  promotion 
of  a General  Improvement  Area  in  the  Westminster  Ward.  Instructions  were  given  by  Committee  for  a 
survey  to  be  carried  out  of  the  area  in  order  to  ascertain  the  views  of  the  residents. 

Following  the  submission  of  further  reports  and  the  holding  of  a successful  public  meeting  of  residents 
within  the  area  Committee  recommended  the  Council  to  declare  the  area  to  be  a General  Improvement 
Area.  The  resolution  was  passed  on  3rd  October,  1972  and  submitted  to  the  Department  of  Environment. 

The  area  will  ultimately  comprise  some  243  dwellings.  The  houses  in  the  main  are  of  the  terrace  type 
erected  shortly  before  and  at  the  turn  of  the  century  with  some  semi-detached  dwellings Jn  the  ownership 
of  the  Corporation  and  constructed  between  the  two  World  Wars  together  with  several  units  of  flat 
accommodation  erected  post-war.  The  Corporation  have  at  present  some  45  housing  units  under 
construction  in  the  area.  The  privately  owned  dwellings  are  predominantly  of  the  two  living  room,  three 

bedroom  type  having  frontages  to  fully  “made-up”  streets  and  pavements  with  a nine  foot  paved  rear  access 
passage  maintained  by  the  Corporation. 

Whilst  the  houses  are  small  in  area  they  provided  useful  housing  accommodation  and  in  order  to  prevent 
deterioration  of  conditions  in  the  area  the  Borough  Council  on  the  reports  submitted  to  them  considered 
that  this  area  was  suitable  to  be  made  subject  to  a General  Improvement  Area.  The  houses  have  some 
character  and  the  residents  have  expressed  their  views  in  favour  of  the  Corporation’s  proposals. 

The  environmental  proposals  for  the  area  provide  for  new  roadways,  resurfacing  and  upgrading  etc., 
modernisation  of  street  lighting,  new  pedestrian  ways,  landscaping,  upgrading  of  footpaths  and  provision  of 
new  play  park  area  with  planting  of  shrubs,  provision  of  garage  accommodation  and  off-street  car  parking. 
The  total  estimated  cost  of  the  proposed  environmental  works  is  £69,580. 

An  application  for  determination  of  contribution  was  subsequently  submitted  to  the  Department  of 
Environment  and  approval  of  maximum  amount  of  grant  aid  received  in  January,  1973. 

Applications  for  improvement  of  individual  houses  are  now  being  received  from  the  area  and  the 
Borough  Engineer  and  Surveyor  and  Borough  Architect  are  dealing  with  the  preliminary  steps  prior  to  the 
work  of  environmental  improvements  commencing  on  site.  It  will  be  important  for  environmental  work  to 
be  commenced  as  soon  as  possible  in  order  to  demonstrate  to  the  residents  of  the  area  the  confidence  of  the 
Council  in  this  scheme. 

In  addition  to  the  establishment  of  a General  Improvement  Area  in  the  Westminster  Ward  of  the 
Borough  reports  were  submitted  to  Health  Committee  and  a preliminary  survey  of  houses  carried  out  in 
part  of  the  General  Ward  with  a view  to  consideration  being  given  by  Committee  to  a General  Improvement 
Area  in  this  part  of  the  Borough. 

The  proposals  of  the  Council  are  to  carry  out  a comprehensive  scheme  of  environmental  improvements 
in  co-operation  with  encouraging  improvement  of  the  houses  in  the  area.  The  Borough  Council  lay  great 
emphasis  on  public  participation  in  such  far  reaching  schemes  and  are  anxious  that  residents  should  be 
encouraged  to  the  full  to  play  an  active  part  in  the  revitalisation  of  their  neighbourhood. 
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The  Health  Committee  has  at  present  under  consideration  the  final  scheme  of  environmental 
improvements  in  the  Central  Ward  to  meet  the  wishes  of  the  residents  prior  to  recommending  Council  to 
declare  this  area  a General  Improvement  Area. 

IMPROVEMENT  OF  CORPORATION  OWNED  HOUSES 

The  work  of  improving  and  upgrading  Pre-War  Corporation  Houses  continues  with  increasing 
momentum.  The  Borough  Architect  has  set  up  two  complete  teams  of  tradesmen  who  it  is  intended  will 
concentrate  solely  on  improvement  work  and  have  no  connection  with  the  day  to  day  repair  works  to 
Council  property. 

This  means  that  on  the  Grange  Farm  Estate  whereas  relets  were  being  improved  as  they  become 
available,  now  with  the  assistance  of  the  Housing  Manager,  tenants  are  being  moved  at  their  request  to 
unimpoved  houses  whilst  their  own  are  being  improved  and  the  process  continues  so  that  the  aim  is  to 
improve  a complete  street,  thus  giving  uniformity  to  the  whole  scheme.  To-date  we  have  improved  66 
houses  on  this  estate  and  15  are  in  progress. 

As  mentioned  in  the  last  Annual  Report,  a scheme  of  improvements  was  prepared  for  the  Overpool 
Estate  and  a start  has  now  been  made  with  three  houses  having  been  completed  and  work  on  the 
improvement  of  a further  four  houses  is  in  progress.  Here  again  with  the  co-operation  of  the  tenants 
advantage  is  being  taken  of  moving  tenants  to  nearby  vacant  houses  whilst  their  own  are  being  improved. 

The  works  of  improvement  including  central  heating  to  the  flat  dwellings  at  Clay  hill  Green,  Little  Sutton 
has  proceeded  with  55  having  been  upgraded  and  work  on  one  flat  still  in  progress.  This  will  mark  the  end 
of  the  scheme  for  the  time  being  leaving  the  remaining  22  flats  to  be  improved  as  and  when  they  become 
vacant. 

Housing  Committee,  during  the  review  year  considered  the  time  was  appropriate  to  upgrade  and  improve 
the  100  BISF  houses  in  the  Wolverham  Area  and  in  an  endeavour  to  expedite  work  Committee  agreed  to 
certain  items,  i.e.  heating  and  complete  renewal  of  electric  wiring  to  an  improved  standard,  being  carried 
out  in  advance  of  the  main  improvement  scheme.  The  Department  of  the  Environment  have  been  consulted 
and  have  expressed  their  approval  to  this  scheme. 

One  cannot  talk  about  upgrading  houses  without  giving  some  serious  thought  to  the  rising  costs  involved 
in  this  class  of  work.  It  can  be  said  of  course  that  these  costs  are  keeping  pace  with  new  building,  but  it 
does  seem  that  should  prices  go  much  higher,  Council  may  well  feel  the  implementation  of  some  schemes 
may  have  to  be  re-assessed. 

QUALIFICATION  CERTIFICATES 

Seventy  one  applications  have  been  received  for  the  issue  of  qualification  certificates,  66  were  granted 
during  the  year  and  36  applications  were  refused,  included  in  this  figure  are  a number  of  applications 
submitted  during  the  previous  year. 

Seven  applications  have  also  been  received  for  provisional  qualification  certificates  where  no  internal 
W.C.  was  available,  and  Owners  have  been  advised  that  applications  for  improvement  grants  would  be 
favourably  considered. 

No  applications  were  received  for  Certificates  of  disrepair  under  the  Rent  Act  during  the  year. 

INSPECTION  FOR  PURPOSE  OF  HOUSE  PURCHASE 

Detailed  inspections  have  been  carried  out  of  33  Corporation  houses  which  were  the  subject  of 
applications  by  tenants  to  purchase  and  a State  and  Condition  report  was  prepared  in  each  case. 

Inspections  have  also  continued  of  privately  owned  houses  where  applications  have  been  submitted  to 
the  Corporation  for  an  advance  to  purchase  under  the  Housing  Act,  24  such  inspections  were  made.  The 
requirement  that  applicants  must  generally  complete  all  necessary  works  of  repair  before  an  advance  is 
made  is  considered  very  satisfactory  as  it  does  ensure  that  dwellings  are  brought  up  to  a good  state  of 
repair. 
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HOUSES  CONSTRUCTED 

The  number  of  new  private  houses  constructed  during  the  year,  from  figures  supplied  by  the  Borough 
Engineer  and  and  Surveyor  was  579.  From  information  supplied  by  the  Borough  Architect/Housing 
Director  there  were  new  new  Corporation  houses  completed  in  the  same  period. 

DEMOLITION 

In  relation  to  slum  clearance  no  houses  were  declared  during  the  year.  161  houses  were  however 
demolished  for  motorway  construction  and  re-development  purposes. 

SEARCH  CERTIFICATES 

1,934  Applications  were  dealt  with  for  search  certificates  by  means  of  memoranda  through  the  Town 
Clerk’s  Department.  This  shows  an  increase  of  some  8%  over  the  previous  year. 

MOVEABLE  DWELLINGS 

In  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the  Caravan  Sites  and  Control  of  Development  Act,  1960 
Planning  Committee  are  charged  with  the  consideration  of  the  planning  aspect  and  Health  Committee  with 
responsibility  for  the  issue  of  Site  Licences.  Model  standards  have  been  issued  by  the  Department  of 
Environment  in  respect  of  conditions  which  may  be  attached  to  licences  and  the  Council  have  agreed  to 
impose  these  conditions. 

No  new  applications  were  received  during  the  year  for  a site  licence.  Preliminary  discussions  were 
however  held  with  the  Planning  Officer  and  developer  in  respect  of  a temporary  site  for  moveable  dwellings 
in  connection  with  a large  building/ civil  engineering  contract  in  the  Borough. 

COMPLAINTS 

In  addition  to  letters  of  complaint  requesting  inspections  of  premises  2,369  verbal  complaints  were  made 
at  the  office.  This  shows  an  increase  of  some  14%  over  the  previous  year.  In  addition  many  enquiries  were 
made  to  the  Department  for  advice  and  guidance  in  respect  of  Public  Health  legislation. 

Food 

The  work  of  safeguarding  the  purity  and  wholesomeness  of  the  public’s  food  is  a continuous  process  and 
constitutes  one  of  the  most  important  aspects  of  a Public  Health  Inspector’s  duty.  It  includes  the  inspection 
of  food  at  all  stages  up  to  the  point  it  reaches  the  consumer  and  covers  all  aspects  of  food  premises  and 
equipment,  tood  handling,  food  hygiene  education,  and  the  sampling  of  food  for  bacteriological  and 
chemical  examination. 

FOOD  PREMISES 

The  number  of  food  premises  in  the  Borough  subject  to  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations  grouped  in 
categories  of  Trade  is  as  follows:  — 


(1) 

Total  number  of  Premises 

310 

(2) 

No.  of  premises  fitted  to  comply  with  Regulation  18 
(Provision  of  wash-hand  basins) 

310 

(3) 

No.  of  premises  to  which  Regulation  2 1 applies 
(Facilities  for  washing  food  and  equipment) 

288 

(4) 

No.  of  premises  fitted  to  comply  with  Regulation  21 

288 

Premises  registered  at  the  end  of  the  year  within  the  Provisions  of  the  Food  and 

Drugs  Act. 

Total  Number 

230 

Storage  and  sale  of  pre-packed  ice-cream 

150 

Manufacture  and  sale  of  ice-cream 

Nil 

Preparation,  storage  and  sale  of  preserved  food 

70 

One  application  lor  registration  was  received  and  approved  during  the  year  and  six  notifications 
submitted  of  change  of  occupancy. 


' There  are  no  egg  pasteurisation  plants  in  the  area  or  poult rv  processing  establishments. 
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One  new  registration  was  made  of  a mobile  trader  relating  to  hot  snacks.  The  total  number  remaining  on 
the  register  at  the  close  of  the  year  is  29.  This  figure  does  not  include  traders  operating  mobile  vehicles 
from  shops  within  the  Borough  as  it  is  considered  registration  is  not  required  when  operating  from  premises 
as  'open  shop’. 

Frequent  inspections  of  the  various  types  of  food  premises  are  necessary  in  an  endeavour  to  ensure  the 
maintenance  of  satisfactory  standards  of  hygiene.  In  this  connection  995  inspections  were  made  during  the 
year  under  review  with  136  informal  notices  being  served. 

In  this  work  close  co-operation  between  the  food  industry  and  the  public  health  inspectorate  is  highly 
important.  The  legal  requirements  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  can  only  constitute  a minimum  standard 
whereas  co-operation  can  produce  a much  higher  standard  and  this  is  most  noticeable  in  the  development  of 
new  food  premises  where  discussions  with  Architects  and  developers  at  an  early  stage  have  produced  some 
very'  good  schemes. 

The  Inspectorate  continue  to  emphasise  the  need  for  effective  temperature  control  of  foodstuffs  which 
is  so  important  in  the  control  of  bacterial  growth.  Many  food  premises  in  the  Borough  are  now  provided 
with  up  to  date  temperature  control  equipment. 

LICENSED  PREMISES 

Eighty  three  inspections  were  made  of  this  type  of  food  premises  with  30  informal  notices  served.  The 
standard  of  hygiene  throughout  the  Borough  compares  very  favourably  and  the  co-operation  of  the  trade  is 
appreciated. 

New  licensed  premises  are  being  provided  with  the  continued  development  of  the  Borough  and  the 
opportunity  is  taken  at  an  early  stage  to  discuss  the  Departments  requirements  with  Architects  and 
developers. 


RESTAURANTS,  CANTEENS  ETC. 

Ninety  routine  inspections  have  been  made  of  restaurants,  canteens  etc.  with  35  informal  notices  served. 

The  total  number  of  separate  restaurants  is  eleven.  In  addition  there  are  some  31  canteens. 

Extensive  use  of  vending  machines  is  in  operation  at  one  large  factory  and  surveillance  is  maintained. 

Sixty  three  inspections  were  made  of  school  canteens  and  any  matters  arising  referred  to  the  County 
Council  as  the  appropriate  Authority. 

PUBLIC  MARKET 

The  Council’s  new  Public  Market  was  opened  in  December,  1972  in  time  for  Christmas  Trading.  It  covers 
an  area  of  4,700  square  feet  (3,828  square  metres).  The  Council  were  able  to  retain  the  atmosphere  of  the 
old  market  by  providing  a roofed  market  area  rather  than  a new  market  hall. 

Foodstalls  are  of  permanent  construction  in  brickwork  with  tiled  floors  and  plaster/tiled  walls.  Stainless 
steel  sinks  and  wash-hand  basins  with  hot  and  cold  water  are  provided  together  with  impervious  preparation 
sales  surfaces,  glass  protection  is  provided  for  open  food  on  display. 

Health  Committee  aimed  at  a high  standard  of  food  hygiene  for  the  food  stalls  in  accordance  with  their 
policy  for  other  food  premises  and  the  traders  for  their  part  took  the  opportunity  ot  providing  new 
equipment. 

The  new  market  is  proving  popular  to  shoppers  and  draws  custom  from  a large  area. 

A total  of  twelve  foodstalls  are  included  in  the  market  and  regular  visits  are  paid  by  the  inspectorate 
together  with  close  co-operations  being  maintained  with  the  Market  Superintendent. 
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CLEAN  FOOD  JOINT  CONSULTATIVE  COMMITTEE 


The  Clean  Food  Joint  Consultative  Committee  consisting  of  representative  of  Health  Committee  and  of 
the  food  traders  in  the  Borough  continues  in  operation  and  provides  a useful  point  of  contact  between  the 
Council  as  an  enforcing  Authority  and  the  trade. 

Stems  discussed  by  Committee  included  such  matters  as  food  hygiene  lectures,  to  food  personnel, 
labelling  or  coding  of  foodstuffs,  temperature  control  of  food  and  the  use  of  publicity  material. 

On  the  question  of  publicity  material  it  is  the  normal  practice  to  distribute  posters  during  the  early 
summer  depicting  aspects  of  food  hygiene  and  precautions  to  be  taken  against  contamination.  As  a result  of 
discussion  in  Committee  a suitable  poster  was  designed  in  the  Department  to  draw  attention  to  the 
importance  of  no  smoking  in  food  premises. 

The  poster  was  based  upon  the  principle  of  the  highway  code  and  depicted  a lighted  cigarette  in  a blue 
circle  with  red  line.  The  poster  proved  striking  and  popular  and  it  is  considered  has  contributed  to  the 
impact  of  this  matter  on  the  shopper. 

During  the  year  a course  of  lectures  on  food  hygiene  was  held  at  which  15  food  handlers  attended.  It  is 
of  interest  to  note  that  up  to  date  some  1,603  personnel  have  completed  such  a course  since  its  inception. 
In  addition  lectures  were  given  on  request  to  students  at  a Comprehensive  school  in  the  Borough. 

The  work  carried  out  in  the  field  of  educational  activities  is  considered  most  important  from  a Public 
Health  aspect  and  is  complimentary  to  the  inspectorate’s  enforcement  role. 

FOOD  INSPECTION 

Sixteen  special  visits  to  inspect  foodstuffs  were  paid  to  food  premises  at  the  request  of  owners. 

The  total  amount  of  food  rejected  as  unit  for  human  consumption  was: 

Tons  cwt.  lbs. 

1 19  303 

Several  cases  occurred  of  refrigeration  failure  involving  the  rejection  of  foodstuffs  which  amounted  to:— 

Tons  cwt.  lbs. 

1 11  5 

in  each  case  the  rejected  food  was  disposed  of  under  supervision  of  the  Department. 

MEAT  INSPECTION 

One  private  slaughterhouse  is  located  in  the  Borough  situate  at  Ledsham  and  one  hundred  per-cent  meat 
inspection  is  carried  out  at  these  premises.  The  throughput  continued  at  a relatively  low  level  during  the 
course  of  the  year. 

Health  Committee  again  gave  consideration  to  the  determination  of  hours  of  slaughter  at  this 
slaughterhouse  and  fixed  the  hours  as  follows:  — 

Monday,  Tuesday 

Wednesday,  Thursday,  Friday 

Saturday  7.30  a.m.  jo 

Sunday  No  slaughtering. 

The  occupier  appealed  to  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food  and  following  submission  of 
evidence  from  both  sides  the  Minister  revised  the  hours  of  slaughter  and  determined  that  the  days  and  hours 
to  operate  until  29th  January,  1974,  should  be:  — 

Monday,  Tuesday  7.30  a.m.  to  8.00  p.m. 

Wednesday,  Thursday,  Friday,  Saturday  7.30  a.m.  to  5.30  p.m. 


7.30  a.m.  to  8.00  p.m. 
7.30  a.m.  to  5.30  p.m. 
1 .00  p.m. 
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A meeting  was  held  during  the  year  between  representatives  of  the  Public  Health  Department,  the 
Planning  Section  of  the  Borough  Engineer  and  Surveyor’s  Department  and  the  occupier  of  the 
slaughterhouse  to  discuss  the  implementation  of  Phase  1 of  the  slaughterhouse  extension  for  which 
planning  consent  had  previously  been  granted,  following  an  appeal  and  public  enquiry  and  on  which  no 
progress  has  been  made. 

On  the  general  concept  of  Phase  i a more  balanced  scheme  was  discussed  within  the  overall  planning 
intention  and  in  keeping  with  higher  standards  and  it  is  understood  the  developer  proposes  to  submit  a 
revised  scheme. 

The  maximum  charges  for  meat  inspection  are  in  operation  at  this  slaughterhouse  as  laid  down  in  the 
Regulations. 

In  accordance  with  the  Slaughter  of  Animals  Act  eight  slaughtermen’s  licences  were  granted,  four  by 
way  of  renewal  with  four  being  issued  for  the  first  time. 

The  following  table  refers  to  the  number  of  animals  killed  and  meat  inspection  carried  out  at  the 
slaughterhouse  during  the  year:  — 


Cattle 

Sheep 

excluding 

Cows 

Calves 

and 

Pigs 

Cows 

Lambs 

Number  killed  

488 

57 

495 

12462 

25316 

Number  inspected  

488 

57 

495 

12462 

25316 

All  Diseases  except 

Tuberculosis  and  Cysticerci: 

Whole  carcases  condemned  

Nil 

1 

18 

4 

23 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ  was  condemned 
Percentage  of  the  number  inspected  affected  with 

62 

20 

O 

731 

10133 

disease  other  than  Tuberculosis  and  Cysticerci 

12.70% 

52.6  % 

4.04% 

5.89% 

40.12% 

Tuberculosis  Only: 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Carcases  ot  which  some  part  of  organ  was  condemned 
Percentage  of  the  number  inspected  affected  with 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

1 

244 

Tuberculosis 

00.2% 

Nil 

Nil 

0.8% 

00.96% 

Cysticercosis: 

Carcases  ot  which  some  part  or  organ  was  condemned 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Cases  submitted  to  treatment  by  refrigeration  

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Generalised  and  totally  condemned 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Total  weight  rejected  was  18  tons  10  cwts.  18  lbs.  12  ozs. 

ICE  CREAM 


Eighty  five  samples  of  ice-cream  were  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination  during  the  year  in 
accordance  with  a sampling  rota  which  allows  for  traders  to  be  visited  at  irregular  intervals. 

The  methylene  blue  test  was  applied  to  the  samples  of  ice-cream  and  the  results  were  as  follows:- 

Methylene  Blue  Number  of 

Grading  Samples 


Of  the  samples  taken  83.5%  were  placed  in  Grades  1 and  2.  In  the  case  of  samples  placed  in  Grades  3 and 
4 which  related  to  ice-cream  obtained  by  retailers  from  producers  situate  outside  the  Borough,  action  was 
taken  and  repeat  samples  obtained. 

There  are  no  manufacturers  of  ice-cream  within  the  Borough. 

MILK  SUPPLY 

There  is  one  registered  dairy  and  91  distributors  within  the  Borough.  In  addition  two  distributors 
bringing  milk  into  the  area  from  an  adjacent  district  as  well  as  from  registered  wholesalers. 

Seventy  milk  vending  machines  are  being  operated  in  the  district,  17  by  a producer/ retailer  from  farm 
premises  outside  the  Borough  and  53  by  a retail  dairy  undertaking.  The  milk  sold  is  tuberculin  tested,  and 
pasteurised. 

Milk  sampling  has  continued  on  a rota  basis,  152  samples  were  obtained  and  submitted  for 
bacteriological  examination,  each  being  tested  in  accordance  with  the  designation  applicable  to  the  sample 
with  the  following  results: 


Passed  the  Prescribed  Test  Failed  the  Prescribed  Test 

145  7 

95.4%  4.6% 


Follow-up  work  was  carried  out  on  the  samples  not  reaching  the  prescribed  standard  and  repeat  samples 
obtained. 

Results  were  submitted  to  the  Department  on  ten  samples  taken  by  the  County  Council  in  respect  of 
Brucella  all  of  which  proved  negative.  There  are  no  farms  in  the  Borough  where  milk  is  retained  as 
untreated. 

173  Dealers  licences  are  in  operation  for  the  sale  of  milk  under  designation  for  the  quinquennial  period 
ending  31st  December,  1975.  One  licence  may  include  for  various  types  of  milk  specified  at  the  time  of 
application. 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS 

A total  of  171  formal  and  informal  samples  were  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst  for  examination  made 
up  as  follows:— 


Samples  of  Milk  Samples  of  Drugs  Samples  of  Dry  Goods 

65  47  59 

169  Samples  were  reported  as  genuine  i.e.,  98.8%.  In  the  case  of  the  remaining  two  these  related  to 
informal  samples  of  Setlitz  Powder  and  infants  powder  which  were  the  subject  of  discussions  with  the 
retailers  and  manufacturers  concerned. 
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PARTICULARS  OF  FOOD  COMPLAINTS  FROM  PRIVATE  PURCHASERS 

A total  number  of  44  complaints  were  received  in  the  Department  during  the  year  from  private 
purchasers. 

These  are  summarised  by  ‘Type  of  Food’  affected  and  by  ‘nature  of  complaint’  as  follows:- 


Type  of  Food 


Number  of  Type  of  Food 

Complaints 


Number  of 
Complaints 


Bread 10 

Cakes 4 

Sausage  Rolls 1 

Pies  3 

Biscuits  1 

Milk 2 

Sausages  (tinned) 

Baked  Beans  2 

Crisps  2 

Stuffing  1 

Tea  1 

Jam  1 


Fish  (cod  in  butter  sauce) 1 

Peas  1 

Beans  & Beefburgers 1 

Soup  1 

Roast  Beef 1 

Chicken  1 

Liver  & Ham  Pate 1 

Tongue  (tinned) 1 

Corned  Beef 1 

Ham  (tinned) 2 

Mustard  (jar)  1 

Jelly 1 


NATURE  OF  COMPLAINTS 

Foreign  bodies  in  food 19 

Food  affected  with  mould 8 

Complaint  of  abnormal  odour 6 

Complaint  of  abnormal  taste 1 

Insects  in  food 1 

Others 10 


Legal  proceedings  were  instituted  in  the  three  following  cases. 


Sausage  Roll  affected  with  mould 
Piece  of  wire  in  Brown  Sliced  Loaf 
Cigarette  end  in  loaf  of  bread 


Defendant  fined  £20  — £6  Advocates  Fee 
Defendant  fined  £20  — £10  Advocates  Fee 
Defendant  fined  £10  — £10  Advocates  Fee 


Letters  of  caution  were  issued  in  14  cases.  In  the  remaining  cases  informal  action  was  taken  in  those 
instances  where  complaints  were  substantiated. 
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POLLUTION  CONTROL 


CONTROL  OF  DOMESTIC  AIR  POLLUTION 

Eleven  Smoke  Control  Areas  are  at  present  in  force  in  the  Borough  with  Smoke  Control  Area  No.  1 1 
coming  into  operation  on  1st  October,  1972.  This  is  in  accordance  with  the  following  phased  programme  of 


smoke  control  for  the  Borough. 

Area  Date  of 

Other 

No.  Operation 

Area 

Date  of 

Other 

No, 

Operation 

Acreage 

Dwellings 

Buildings 

1 

1st  August,  1959 

120 

792 

12 

2 

1st  November,  1961 

400 

1,192 

3 

3 

1st  November,  1961 

84 

609 

3 

4 

1st  December,  1961 

76 

705 

8 

5 

1st  November,  1963 

186.12 

1,022 

64 

6 

1st  September,  1967 

122 

851 

17 

7 

1st  October,  1967 

172 

785 

74 

8 

1st  October,  1968 

405 

2,031 

34 

9 

1st  October,  1969 

391.34 

883 

52 

10 

1st  October,  197 1 

566.3 

1,200 

22 

11 

1st  October,  1972 

604.30 

1,277 

8 

Total 

3,126.79 

11,347 

297 

In  accordance  with  the  accelerated  programme  of  smoke  control  agreed  by  Health  Committee  Smoke 
Control  Area  No.  12  which  covers  the  Stanney/Wolverham  Area  was  submitted  to  the  Department  of 
Environment  and  the  Order  was  confirmed  to  come  into  operation  on  the  1st  October,  1974. 


Smoke  Control  Area  No.  12  covers  481  acres  (194.66  Hectares)  or  thereabouts  and  contains 
approximately  2,536  houses  together  with  other  premises. 


The  majority  of  houses  in  this  area  are  Corporation  owned  and  the  Council  are  continuing  to  offer  a 
choice  to  tenants  of  a system  of  partial  central  heating  where  works  of  conversion  are  to  be  carried  out.  The 
installation  comprises  a basic  gas  fire/boiler  with  two  radiators,  the  system  being  capable  of  extension  to 
full  central  heating  with  additional  radiators  at  a standard  cost  to  the  tenant.  The  experience  to-date  is  that 
tenants  generally  are  appreciative  of  this  scheme  and  many  avail  themselves  of  the  opportunity  of  this  type 
of  installation. 

In  the  early  part  of  the  year  with  the  loss  of  production  of  solid  fuel  at  National  Coal  Board  mines  the 
Department  co-operated  with  the  Social  Services  Department  in  obtaining  supplies  for  priority  consumers. 
No  particular  problems  of  solid  smokeless  fuel  supplies  have  arisen  over  the  Winter  Period  1972/73. 

The  complete  phased  programme  of  smoke  control  for  the  Borough  covers  a total  of  14  smoke  control 
areas  with  a target  date  of  1977. 
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CONTROL  OF  INDUSTRIAL  POLLUTION 

The  control  of  industrial  air  pollution  is  continually  under  surveillance  in  the  Borough  with  routine 
inspections  of  industrial  plant,  and  observations  of  emissions  to  atmosphere. 

Close  ccntact  continues  to  be  maintained  by  the  Department  with  factory  management,  engineers  and 
technologists  so  that  problems  found  on  observation  and  investigation  can  be  followed  up  quickly. 
Experience  shows  that  liaison  of  this  kind  is  of  great  value  in  resolving  industrial  problems. 

Members  of  Health  Committee  are  very  conscious  of  the  need  for  industry  to  be  constantly  improving  its 
standards  of  performance  in  pollution  control  matters  and  have  given  instructions  for  progress  reports  to  be 
submitted  on  a number  of  industrial  processes. 

Members  of  Health  Committee  are  very  conscious  of  the  need  for  industry  to  be  constantly  improving  its 
standard  of  performance  in  pollution  control  matters  and  have  given  instructions  for  progress  reports  to  be 
submitted  on  a number  of  industrial  processes. 

Whilst  the  initial  problems  on  a new  pulverised  fuel  boiler  referred  to  in  the  last  report  had  to  a large 
extent  been  resolved,  nevertheless  a failure  of  the  plant  has  resulted  in  pollution  fallout  over  a wide  area  of 
the  Borough.  Health  Committee  were  extremely  concerned  about  this  incident  and  have  made  strong 
representations  both  to  the  Company  concerned  and  to  the  Alkali  works  and  Clean  Air  inspector  as  this  is  a 
registerable  process. 

The  problems  of  noise  and  dust  emission  from  the  mechanical  handling  of  imported  chemicals  in  the 
Merseyton  Road  area  of  the  Borough  which  has  been  the  subject  of  previous  reports  has  not/been  resolved 
by  the  completion  of  new  storage  premises. 

The  Clean  Air  Act  provides  that  all  new  furnaces  shall  so  far  as  practicable  be  capable  of  being  operated 
continuously  without  emitting  smoke  when  burning  fuel  of  a type  for  which  the  plant  was  designed  and 
notice  of  the  proposed  installation  must  be  given  to  the  Local  Authority.  Eight  Notices  of  Proposal  to 
install  such  furnaces  were  received  and  accepted  by  the  Committee  during  the  year. 

In  addition  to  the  above  requirements  the  Clean  Air  Act,  1968  makes  it  an  offence  in  an  offence  in  the 
case  of  a new  chimney  or  the  enlargement  or  replacement  of  a furnace  if  that  furnace  is  used  without 
having  obtained  the  approval  of  the  Local  Authority  for  the  height  of  the  chimney.  This  applies  to 
chimneys  serving  furnaces  burning  pulverised  fuel  and  solid  matter  at  a rate  of  one  hundred  pounds  or  more 
an  hour  or  any  liqued  or  gaseous  fuel  at  a rate  equivalent  to  one  and  a quarter  million  Btu’s  or  more  an 
hour. 

Discussions  are  held  with  Architects,  Engineers  and  Developers  when  plans  are  submitted  in  order  to 
draw  attention  to  these  requirements  and  to  the  memorandum  on  stack  heights  for  design  purposes. 

During  routine  inspections  of  industrial  plant  the  opportunity  continues  to  be  taken  of  emphasising  the 
need  for  efficient  schemes  of  incineration.  Plant  designed  for  this  purpose  must  be  of  adequate  size  and 
fitted  with  effective  primary  and  after  burners  to  consume  smoke  and  prevent  nuisance. 

As  referred  to  in  the  last  report  further  detailed  consideration  was  given  by  the  Council’s  Planning 
Committee  into  a proposed  industrial  incinerator  complex  originally  designed  to  bum  a low  sulphur 
content  fuel  but  later  extended  to  deal  with  more  specialised  types  of  waste  which  brought  the  proposal 
under  the  control  of  the  Alkali  Works  & Clean  Air  Inspector.  The  installation  is  now  in  course  of 
construction  and  the  opportunity  has  been  taken  of  stressing  again  the  need  for  effective  control  to  be 
exercised  under  the  Alkali  Etc.  Works  Regulations  to  avoid  nuisance  from  any  such  incinerator  complex. 
This  is  particularly  important  in  the  light  of  the  new  legislation  on  disposal  of  toxic  wastes  which  will  result 
in  more  reliance  being  placed  on  incineration  as  a means  of  disposal. 

With  the  large  scale  oil  refineries  and  chemical  industries  located  in  the  Borough  close  co-operation  is 
being  maintained  with  Management  and  Technologists  and  problems  arising  are  referred  to  the  Alkali  & 
Clean  Air  Inspector  in  addition  to  being  investigated  by  the  Department  immediately  on  receipt  of 
complaint.  Health  Committee  have  laid  great  stress  during  the  year  on  the  need  for  the  maximum  support 
from  the  Alkali  Inspector  in  the  control  of  problems  of  pollution  from  registerable  processes,  particularly  as 
the  smoke  control  programme  on  the  domestic  front  nears  completion. 
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A considerable  amount  of  work  has  continued  over  the  year  on  the  problem  of  particulate  matter 
affecting  houses  in  part  of  the  Stanney/Wolverham  Estate  with  observations,  investigations  and  detailed 
discussions  taking  place  with  the  Management  of  the  Carbon  Black  Plant. 

With  a plant  of  this  nature  it  is  obvious  there  are  a number  of  potential  sources  of  pollution.  The 
Company  are  well  aware  of  these  sources  and  have  a number  of  control  measures  installed  and  being 
planned. 

The  Management  of  the  Company  at  a recent  meeting  with  the  Council  indicated  that  they  were 
conscious  of  the  nuisance  which  can  be  caused  to  the  neighbourhood  by  pollution  due  to  carbon  black. 
They  accepted  the  responsibility  of  reducing  the  amount  and  frequency  of  any  emissions  and  indicated  that 
a large  amount  of  work  had  already  been  done  and  more  equipment  was  being  installed  to  reduce  emissions. 

The  Company  have  pointed  out  however  that  no  equipment  is  foolproof  and  failure  can  occur  and  a 
constant  surveillance  of  new  developments  in  combatting  pollution  is  maintained  and  they  have  said  that 
they  confidently  expect  that  this  progressive  approach  will  result  in  an  improving  performance  ensuring 
good  community  relations. 

Whilst  acknowledging  the  problems  of  industry  it  is  imperative  that  air  pollution  problems  must  be 
identified  and  resolved,  and  what  is  equally  important  is  that  this  must  be  seen  to  be  so  by  members  of  the 
public.  This  is  becoming  increasingly  important  as  the  phased  programme  of  domestic  smoke  control 
reaches  completion. 

The  Borough  Council  is  a co-operating  body  with  the  Warren  Spring  Laboratory  Air  Pollution  Division, 
and  two  daily  smoke  filter  and  sulphur  dioxide  instruments  are  operated  by  the  Department.  One 
instrument  is  sited  in  the  Town  Centre,  the  other  in  a residential  area  of  the  Borough.  In  addition  four 
instruments  are  operated  by  industrial  undertakings  in  co-operation  with  the  Department  which  is 
appreciated. 

A summary  of  the  results  over  a period  of  three  years  from  Sites  Nos.  2 and  7 operated  by  the 
Department  is  shown  in  the  following  tables. 

SMOKE  CONCENTRATIONS 

(Summer,  Winter  and  Yearly  Averages 
(expressed  in  micro-grammes  per  cu. metre) 


Year  ending  March 


1970 


1971 


1972 


Ellesmere  Port 

S 

W 

Y 

S 

W 

Y 

S 

W 

Y 

No. 2 Site 

26 

54 

40 

26 

55 

41 

27 

39 

33 

Ellesmere  Port 

No. 7 Site 

39 

81 

60 

32 

98 

66 

60 

66 

63 

21 


SULPHUR  DIOXIDE  CONCENTRATIONS 


Summer,  Winter  and  Yearly  Averages 
(expressed  in  micro-grammes  per  cu. metre) 


Year  Ending  March 

1970 

1971 

1972 

S 

w 

Y 

S W 

Y 

S 

W 

Y 

Ellesmere  Port 

No. 2 Site 

44 

40 

68 

55 

50 

89 

65 

67 

68 

Ellesmere  Port 

No.7  Site 

101 

85 

137 

143 

122 

153 

120 

111 

124 

NOISE 

In  the  majority  of  advanced  Countries  of  the  World,  one  of  the  largest  problems  in  the  urban 
environment  is  that  of  noise.  It  is  a form  of  environmental  pollution  which  as  with  all  other  forms  of 
pollution  must  be  prevented  or  at  least  reduced  to  acceptable  levels.  Considerable  steps  are  being  takn 
towards  the  control  of  this  nuisance  and  the  public  health  inspector  is  becoming  increasingly  involved  with 
the  problem. 

The  Development  of  environment  has  recently  issued  a Circular  on  Planning  and  Noise  which  lays  down, 
with  particular  reference  to  noise  from  roads,  aircraft  and  industry  principles  and  specific  criteria  for  future 
guidance.  It  deals  with  the  bringing  of  noise  to  people  and  with  the  bringing  of  people  to  noise  — i.e.  with 
siting  new  development  expected  to  give  rise  to  noise,  and  the  siting  of  houses,  schools  etc.  which  may 
suffer  from  noise,  a great  deal  can  be  done  by  positive  planning  to  reduce  risk  of  intrusion  of  noisy 
development  and  to  meet  existing  problems. 

With  the  development  in  recent  years  of  more  accurate  and  sophisticated  methods  of  assessing  noise 
levels  and  their  impact  upon  people  it  is  now  possible  to  take  noise  from  various  sources  into  account  when 
planning.  Ideally  a single  index  should  be  used  to  measure  and  correlate  peoples  reaction  to  noise.  Further 
research  is  in  hand  to  see  whether  a satisfactory  all  purpose  index  can  be  produced.  In  the  meantime 
standards  currently  available  are  being  used  i.e.  for  traffic  noise  the  L^O  (18  hour  index)  for  aircraft  noise 
the  daytime  Noise  and  Number  Index  (NNI)  and  for  noise  from  industrial  processes  be  Corrected  Noise 
Level  (CNL). 

Investigations  have  taken  place  during  the  year  into  a number  of  noise  complaints  arising  from  a variety 
of  sources  including  industrial,  commercial  premises  and  clubs.  Sound  level  meter  readings  have  been  taken 
in  order  to  establish  background  noise  levels  and  noise  complained  of  and  problems  resolved  by  informal 
action. 

In  the  case  of  new  development  attention  has  been  drawn  to  the  need  for  careful  consideration  to  be 
given  to  the  control  of  noise  levels.  Industry  for  its  part  appears  to  be  concerned  to  reduce  risk  of  intrusion 
from  noise  and  are  becoming  more  involved  in  the  assessment  of  noise  levels  from  their  operations. 

RADIOACTIVE  SUBSTANCES 

Copies  of  Certificates  of  Registration  under  the  provisions  of  the  Radioactive  Substances  Act  are 
forwarded  to  the  Local  Authority  by  the  Department  of  Environment  in  respect  of  establishments  in  the 
Borough  using  radioactive  substances. 

In  each  case  visits  are  paid  to  the  industry  concerned  and  close  liaison  maintained  with  their  technical 
staff  in  order  that  the  Department  is  kept  aware  of  developments  in  this  field. 

The  number  of  establishments  in  the  Borough  which  have  such  Certificates  of  registration  at  the  end  of 
the  year  was  eleven. 
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General 


DRAINAGE  & SEWERAGE 

The  pollution  control  works  located  at  Stoak  in  the  adjacent  rural  district  were  opened  in  October, 
1971.  They  are  of  conventional  biological  filtration  design  with  final  effluent  re-circulation,  sludge  is 
treated  by  chemical  conditioning  followed  by  sludge  pressing.  The  works  are  designed  to  deal  with  a 
population  of  76,000  and  a dry  weather  flow,  inclusive  of  trade-waste  discharge  of  four  million  gallons  per 
day.  Provision  is  made  for  the  future  extension  of  these  works  to  deal  with  a dry  weather  flow  of  up  to 
twelve  million  gallons  per  day. 

The  old  Town  and  Little  Stanney  treatment  works  have  both  been  abandoned.  Five  new  storm-water 
tanks  were  constructed  on  land  adjacent  to  the  Town  pumping  station  in  order  to  limit  to  three  times  dry 
weather  flow  the  maximum  rate  of  flow  of  sewage  pumped  from  the  Town  to  Stoak  works. 

Work  commenced  in  December  on  the  Little  Sutton  relief  sewer  which  will  connect  to  the  Rivacre 
Valley  trunk  sewer  near  Parklands,  the  contract  is  expected  to  take  eighteen  months  and  when  completed 
will  relieve  problems  of  surcharging  in  the  Little  Sutton  area  of  the  Borough. 

Clearing  of  choked  house  drains  are  referred  in  the  first  instance  to  the  Borough  Engineer  and  Surveyor’s 
Department  when  arrangements  are  made  for  plunging  and  rodding.  In  cases  where  drainage  cannot  be 
cleared  by  this  method  and  ground  has  to  be  opened  up,  notices  are  served  on  appropriate  owners. 

136  Notices  were  served  during  the  year  for  defective  or  obstructed  drainage,  representing  a considerable 
increase  on  last  years  figure.  All  such  notices  were  complied  with. 

The  routine  cleansing  of  cesspools  is  undertaken  by  the  Council  through  the  Borough  Engineer  and 
Surveyor’s  Department,  and  a service  for  the  periodic  removal  of  sludge  from  septic  tank  installation  is  in 
operation. 

SWIMMING  POOLS 

Two  swimming  pools  are  owned  by  the  Corporation,  one  open  air  at  Rivacre  and  an  indoor  pool  at 
Stanney  Lane. 

The  water  supply  in  both  cases  is  obtained  from  the  Wirral  Water  Board  mains  being  of  the  same  quality 
as  drinking  water.  Treatment  is  by  continuous  bath  purification,  in  the  case  of  the  open  air  pool  this 
involves  rapid  sand  filtration  whilst  the  indoor  pool  is  fitted  with  modern  pre-coat  filters.  Chlorination 
equipment  is  installed  capable  of  achieving  break-point  standard. 

A total  of  94  samples  of  water  were  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination  to  supplement  the  day  to 
day  control  of  chlorine  and  pH  levels  by  the  baths  staff. 

SCHOOLS 

At  the  close  of  the  year  there  were  two  County  Grammar  Schools,  one  County  Comprehensive,  four 
County  Secondary,  29  junior/infants  and  nine  denominational  schools  in  the  Borough. 

All  schools  are  provided  with  individual  water  closet  accommodation.  It  is  understood  that  the  County 
Council  keep  under  review  the  general  sanitary  circumstances  of  schools  in  the  area  and  have  a general 
programme  for  upgrading  facilities  as  required.  Any  matters  arising  on  routine  visits  are  referred  to  the 
County  Council  for  attention. 

FACTORIES 

Industrial  development  continues  in  the  Borough  with  consideration  being  given  to  all  aspects  of  Public 
Health  control.  Attention  to  the  Public  Health  aspects  of  development  at  the  planning  stage  is  important  as 
some  industrial  development  is  extensive  and  problems  resolved  at  an  early  stage  show  advantages  later  on. 
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Two  industrial  undertakings  obtain  their  water  supply  from  deep  bores  for  which  approval  has  been 
given  in  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the  Factories  Act.  Samples  of  water  are  submitted  at  regular 
intervals  for  bacteriological  examination  and  chemical  analysis. 

The  water  supply  at  one  of  the  industrial  undertakings,  a refinery  complex,  is  extensive  in  character  and 
bacteriological  reports  on  samples  are  received  on  a weekly  basis,  close  liaison  is  maintained  with  the 
Company  and  a comprehensive  sampling  routine  is  in  operation. 

The  co-operation  and  assistance  of  the  Public  Analyst  in  the  examination  and  evaluation  of  results  on 
the  water  supplies  is  appreciated. 

The  routine  investigation  of  factories  with  defects  found  is  shown  in  the  following  tables:  — 

FACTORIES  ACT,  1961 


1 . Inspections:  — 


Premises 

Number 

on 

Number  o 

f 

(1) 

Register 

(2) 

Inspection 

(3) 

Written 

Notices 

(4) 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(5) 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1, 2,  3,  4 and  6 
are  to  be  enforced  by  Local  Authorities 

2 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in  which 

Section  7 is  enforced  by  the  Local 

Authority 

1 12 

127 

Nil 

Nil 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the  Local  Authority 
(excluding  out-workers’  premises) 

19 

25 

2 

Nil 

TOTAL 

113 

152 

2 

Nil 

2.  Cases  in  which  Defects  were  found:  — 


Number  of  Cases  in  which  Defects 

Number  of 

were  found 

Cases  in  which 

Particulars 

Found 

Referred 

prosecutions 

Remedied 

to  H.M. 

By  H.M. 

were  instituted 

(1) 

(2) 

Inspector 

Inspector 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

Want  of  Cleanliness  (S.l) 

1 

1 

Overcrowding  (S.2)  

- 

- 

_ 

_ 

Unreasonable  Temperature  (S.3)  

- 

- 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Inadequate  Ventilation  (S.4)  

- 

- 

_ 

_ 

. 

Ineffective  Drainage  of  Floors  (S.6) 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

(a) 

(a(  Insufficient 

2 

2 

1 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  Defective 

7 

7 

(c)  Not  Separate  for  Sexes  

- 

- 

_ 

_ 

Other  offences  against  the  Act  (not  including 

offences  relating  to  outwork)  

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

TOTAL  

10 

10 

- 

1 
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WORKING  CONDITIONS  IN  OF  FICES  AND  SHOPS 

The  legislation  which  came  into  operation  on  the  1st  August,  1964  designed  to  improve  the  safety, 
health  and  welfare  facilities  is  now  well  established. 

The  register  of  premises  affected  by  the  Act  which  is  maintained  by  the  Department  together  with  the 
analysis  of  persons  employed  is  indicated  in  the  following  tables. 

PREMISES  REGISTERED  UNDER  THE  ACT 


Offices 139 

Retail  Shops 249 

Wholesale  Departments,  Warehouses  4 

Catering  Establishments  open  to  the  Public 39 

Fuel  Storage  Depot 

Total 431 


ANALYSIS  OF  PERSONS  EMPLOYED 


Offices 1584 

Retail  Shops  1479 

Wholesale  Departments,  Warehouses  38 

Catering  Establishments  open  to  the  Public 434 

Canteens 74 

-4* 

Fuel  Storage  Depot 

Total 3609 


(The  total  figure  is  made  up  of  1588  males  and  2021  females). 

A total  of  nine  accidents  were  notified  during  the  year.  Detailed  investigations  are  made  in  each  case  and 
appropriate  recommendations  made  to  occupiers  of  premises  in  an  endeavour  to  prevent  further  incidents, 
no  formal  action  being  required  in  the  cases  investigated.  An  analysis  of  accidents  by  main  cause  is  shown 
below:— 


Struck  by  falling  object 3 

Falls  from  one  level  to  another 3 

Fall  on  same  level 2 

Striking  against  object 1 


In  the  case  of  routine  inspections  of  offices  and  shops  36  letters  were  sent  to  occupiers  and  eleven  verbal 
notices  were  given.  Follow-up  work  is  being  carried  out  as  required. 

An  improvement  in  the  standard  of  lighting  is  being  found  on  routine  inspection  of  premises.  In  many 
cases  particularly  in  new  offices  standards  in  excess  of  the  Illuminating  Engineering  Society’s  Code  are 
being  achieved. 


Facilities  for  staff  taking  meals  on  premises  are  also  being  improved,  this  is  again  particularly  noticeable 
with  new  premises  and  schemes  well  in  excess  of  minimum  standards  are  being  achieved. 

The  importance  of  suitable  seating  has  been  emphasised  with  this  legislation  and  routine  inspections 
reveal  that  more  seats  of  the  “adjustable  type”  are  now  being  provided  for  sedentary  workers. 

However,  it  is  still  evident  that  in  a few  cases  employers  are  not  making  readily  available  on  their 
premises  a certificate  under  the  Hoist  and  Lift  Regulations  for  examination  by  the  Inspectors  and 
representations  have  been  made  to  Head  Offices  concerned. 


25 


From  the  outset  of  this  new  legislation  there  has  been  very  little  reluctance  to  comply  with  the 
provisions  of  the  Act  because  the  benefits  were  evident  to  all,  and  no  doubt  a comprehensive  revision  of 
safety,  health  and  welfare  legislation  involving  both  the  Factories  Act  1961  and  the  offices,  Shops  and 
Railway  Premises  Act,  1963  will  eventually  follow. 

SHOPS  ACT,  1950 

The  Borough  Council  is  responsible  for  the  administration  of  this  Act  being  the  Local  Authority  as 
defined  for  the  purpose  and  33  inspections  were  made  under  this  legislation  during  the  year. 

PET  ANIMALS 

There  are  five  premises  in  the  Borough  licensed  in  accordance  with  the  provision  of  this  legislation  all  in 
relation  to  shops.  These  are  the  subject  of  inspection  at  regular  intervals  and  have  been  found  satisfactory. 

In  addition  one  licence  has  been  issued  for  an  animal  boarding  establishment. 

OIL  HEATER  REGULATIONS 

The  Department  is  responsible  for  the  operation  of  the  regulations  and  visits  have  been  paid  to  premises 
covered  by  the  legislation  to  ensure  that  the  requirements  were  understood  and  complied  with. 

PEST  CONTROL 

This  section  has  continued  to  be  fully  engaged  in  all  aspects  of  rodent  and  pest  control. 

Full  co-operation  has  continued  to  be  given  to  this  section  by  industrial  and  other  concerns  in  the 
Borough  and  further  contracts  for  the  clearance  of  premises  have  been  arranged. 

A free  service  is  in  operation  for  the  control  of  rat  infestation  for  domestic  property  and  advice  given 
wherever  requested  in  cases  of  mice  infestation. 

In  addition  to  routine  surveys  145  complaints  of  rat  infestation  were  received  during  the  year  and  80  for 
mice  infestation.  The  increase  in  complaints  over  previous  years  is  in  all  probability  due  to  a greater 
awareness  by  the  public. 

Details  of  number  of  inspections,  campaigns  and  poison  take  are  given  in  the  following  table : — 


INSPECTIONS,  CAMPAIGNS  AND  POISON  TAKE 


No.  of  Inspections 6327 

No.  of  Poisoning  Campaigns 1016 

Poison  Take:— 

Zinc  Phosphide / lbs  1 oz 

Arsenic 1 3 lbs  1 oz 

Warfarin  o.5%  437  lbs  1 1 ozs 

Estimated  Kill 

(based  upon  estimated  kill  of  common  rat 

when  Zinc  Phospliide  and  Arsenic  are  used) 805 


The  lower  ‘kill’  figure  and  amounts  of  poison  used  despite  a higher  number  of  inspections  can  be  said  to 
reflect  the  success  of  treatments  and  the  general  level  of  surveillance  in  this  field. 

In  accordance  with  previous  arrangements  with  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food  it  was 
not  found  necessary  to  undertake  test  baiting  of  sewer  manholes  throughout  the  area.  This  again 
iemonstrates  the  success  of  work  previously  carried  out  by  the  Department. 
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A number  of  treatments  have  been  carried  out  at  industrial  and  other  premises  for  infestation  of  ants, 
cockroaches  etc.,  such  work  being  undertaken  on  a clearance  or  annual  contract  basis.  Work  in  the  case  of 
domestic  properties  is  carried  out  on  a free  service  basis  and  complaints  generally  continue  to  show  an 
increase. 

The  number  of  houses  dealt  with  for  bed-bug  infestation  during  the  year  is  as  follows:  — 

BED-BUG  INFESTATION 


1.  Corporation  Houses  11 

2.  Other  Houses 1 

3.  Number  disinfested 12 

4.  Total  visits  40 


Infested  houses  are  treated  with  liquid  and  powder  forms  of  D.D.T.  with  satisfactory  results. 

Close  contact  continues  to  be  maintained  with  the  Senior  Inspector,  Infestation  Division,  Ministry  of 
Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food  at  Liverpool  and  the  help  and  support  particularly  in  the  identification  of 
specimens  is  greatly  appreciated. 
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